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APATHY, AGE MAY 
DO IN MACKENZIE 


Elderly trustees of South County village put dissolution on ballot 


BY JEREMY KOHLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


MACKENZIE e The dateline on 
this story will disappear soon, if 
the five women around Dorothy 
Berry’s dining room table have 
their way. 

They are the trustees of this 
12-acre village in south St. 
Louis County. Berry’s house is 
City Hall. On a recent night, the 
last monthly village meeting of 
2017 — in what could be the vil- 


lage’s last full year on the map 
— has come to order. 

The meeting is open to the 
public, and there is a red velvet 
cake to share at the end of busi- 
ness, but nobody is coming. No 
one ever comes. Except tonight, 
when two journalists are on 
Dorothy Berry’s sofa. 

The median age of the five 
trustees is 82, and nobody else 
in the village is stepping up to 
take over. While they are proud 
of the job they have done run- 


DAVID CARSON e° dcarson@post-dispatch.com 
Mackenzie trustee Patricia Arrendell (left) and clerk Dorothy Berry cut up a cake to serve to other members of the village board after their 

monthly meeting adjourned at the home of chairman Patricia Berry last month. Mackenzie, with a population of 137 people, will be voting in 
April on disincorporation. Having dessert after meetings is tradition of the Mackenzie village council. 


ning the city, the women are 
ready to dissolve it and let St. 
Louis County have it back. 

The county has lost mu- 
nicipalities to dioxin poisoning 
(Times Beach), political ran- 
cor (Peerless Park) and outrage 
over police tactics (St. George). 
It may never before have lost a 
city to age and apathy. 

The Honorable Patricia 
Berry, village chairman, is 85. 
She’s been doing the job for 
17 years. She ran unopposed 


in April’s municipal election, 
which brought out just 18 vot- 
ers. Dorothy Berry, her sister, 
the longest-tenured trustee at 
18 years, is 92. 

“Mainly, nobody wants to 
serve,’ Pat Berry says. “And af- 
ter as many years as we’ve put 
in, we’re just kind of tired of it. 
Tam.” 

Her sister adds: “There’s no 
salary that goes with it. This is 


See MACKENZIE e Page A4 


Perils abroad 
and full plate 
at home as 
Trump opens 
his 2nd year 


BY CATHERINE LUCEY 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON eœ The glam- 
our of his holiday break behind 
him, President Donald Trump 
returned to the White House 
on Monday night to face a hefty 
legislative to-do list, critical 
midterm elections and perilous 
threats abroad. 

Trump started his second year 
in Washington after a lengthy 
sojourn at his private club in 
Palm Beach, Fla., capped by a 
New Year’s Eve bash. Before his 
departure for the capital, he fired 
angry tweets at Iran and Paki- 
stan, slamming Islamabad for 
“lies & deceit” and saying the 
country had played U.S. leaders 
for “fools” a reference to frus- 
trations that Pakistan isn’t doing 
enough to control militants. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Asif tweeted that his 
government was preparing a re- 
sponse that “will let the world 
know the truth.” 

Meantime, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un said Mon- 
day the United States should be 
aware that his country’s nuclear 


See TRUMP ° Page A7 
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SEC basketball preview: Aggies, Wildcats lead the way « B3 


Unrest 
in Íran 


blamed 
for 13 
deaths 


Ayatollah criticized 
amid security 
crackdown on 
‘armed protesters’ 


BY NASSER KARIMI 
AND JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, IRAN e Protests 
across Iran saw their most vio- 
lent night as “armed protesters” 
tried to overrun military bases 
and police stations before secu- 
rity forces repelled them, killing 
10 people, Iranian state televi- 
sion said Monday. 

Later in the day, Iran’s semi- 
official Mehr news agency said 
an assailant using a hunting rifle 
killed a policeman and wounded 
three other officers during a 
demonstration in the city of Na- 
jafabad, about 200 miles south 
of Tehran. 

It was the first report of a po- 
lice officer dying during five days 
of unrest and raised the death toll 
to at least 13. 

The demonstrations, the 


See IRAN ° Page A13 


County drug 
task force is 
latest target 
for activist 


Man sues agencies 
alleging violations 
of Sunshine Law 


BY JOEL CURRIER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


CLAYTON e° The next legal bat- 
tle for a Chesterfield native who 
sues drug task forces across Mis- 
souri alleging violations to the 
state’s open records law will play 
out in his home county. 

Since 2014, Aaron Malin, 24, 
has filed hundreds of records 
requests with various drug task 
forces and law enforcement 
agencies, seeking information 
about how the agencies fight the 
war on drugs. 

Missouri has about 20 regional 
drug task forces that use police 
officers from participating agen- 
cies. The task forces are funded 
with federal and local money. 

When task forces resist his re- 
cords requests, Malin, a recent 
University of Denver law school 
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‘A BOMMARITO EXCLUSIVE 


10 YEAR/200,000 MILE 


NATIONWIDE WARRANTY WITH EVERY NEW VEHICLE PURCHASE! 
AT THE BIG CORNER OF 1-270 & NORTH LINDBERGH BLVD. AND NOW A SECOND NISSAN LOCATION IN WEST COUNTY 


